
CITY OF OVID    
PUBLIC HEARING &              Approved on 1/10/2022  
REGULAR MEETING  
JUNE 13, 2022 
  
Mayor Lasher opened the public hearing at 7:00 pm and led the pledge of allegiance.  
  
ROLL CALL: Ordiway, Hibbard, Williams, Lasher, Brown, Perrien and Starn.  
ABSENT: Chief of Police: Ron Gwizdala.  
EX OFFICIOS:  Rich Simpson - DPW Superintendent, Liza Kusnier-Treasurer and Josefina Medina-Clerk. 
VISITORS: Kam Washburn and Arnold Dunchock.  
  
Mayor Lasher explained the purpose of the Public Hearing is the Truth in Taxation.    He went over the 
proposed 2022 millage rate.  He explained that the General Operations millage rate and the Emergency 
Service millage rate will be the same as last year.   With the same millage rates the revenue for the city 
will increase due to the Ren Zone for MMPA is phasing out.  because of that the revenue will increase.  
 
Mayor Lasher asked if there were any questions.  He asked again and no questions were asked. 
  
Mayor Lasher closed the public hearing and then opened the regular meeting 7:03 pm.  
  
AGENDA:  A motion was made by Perrien, second by Williams to approve the agenda with the date 
corrected as requested by the Clerk.  
    MOTION CARRIED  
MINUTES:  A motion was made by Brown, second by Starn to accept the minutes of May 9th, & May 
25, 2022, as printed.  
    MOTION CARRIED  
CHECK REGISTRY:  A motion was made by Brown second by Perrien to accept the check register for the 
period of May 11th, thru June 14, 2022 as presented.  
    MOTION CARRIED  
PUBLIC COMMENT:  County Commissioner Kam Washburn informed the council that the county had the 
council that the county had undergone their audit and received a good clear audit.  He explained the 
reason for the proposal on the August 2, 2022 Primary Election ballot that is about the Headlee rollup 
for the County, General Townships and Intermediate School District.  Clinton county does not have extra 
millage’s like most counties do.  He stated that when we passed the 911 millage that was the first ever 
extra millage that we ever did throughout the county.   
 
Mayor Lasher expressed that there has been a lot of confusion on the proposal so, he asked that he 
explain that these are maximum amounts that the county can charge.   
 
Mr. Washburn also reported to the Council that two weeks ago the State Supreme Court ruled that 
every court in the State of Michigan must observe June Th, day and give court employees the day off so, 
the 19th falls on a Sunday so Clinton County has decided to observe the Monday the 20th of June so, our 
courts will be closed.  Mr. Washburn gave information on broadband and on the survey that they did to 
find out what people had and what they want and need regarding broadband.  The county received 
2200 responses on the survey.  That was really good.  Again Mr. Washburn requested that the city 
submit a letter of support to the county on the broadband issue that would be helpful.   
 



Further discussion was held and council thanked Mr. Washburn for explaining the proposal. 
 

2. Mr. Dunchock stated that he was only present to hand the council a letter.  He thanked the  
council and left. 
 
TREASURER:  Mrs. Kusnier reported that we are working on updating the Chart of Accounts due to the 
State has changed things again.  BS&A says that it should take us about 16 weeks.  Our deadline to have 
it updated is December 31, 2022.   
 
POLICE:  Chief Gwizdala submitted his report for council he was not present. 
 
DPW:  Mr. Simpson reported that he met with his district manager from EGLE.  We did a walk through at 
the water plant.  He will be submitting his report to the mayor soon.  He informed the council that the 
GPS that came back for repairs will cost up to 200 dollars.  We also are going to start checking houses for 
cross connections.  This is a requirement from EGLE.   
 
Ms. Perrien asked if he had heard from Fleiss on the DWMA grant?  Will Dependable be coming out to 
do the work yet?  Is there a timeline on when they will be coming?  Will that be happening before 2023.   
 
Mr. Simpson replied that he isn’t pushing it right now due to we are down a GPS unit right now.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Ordiway, second by Ms. Perrien to accept the Treasurer, Police and DPW 
reports as presented. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
NEW BUSINESS:   

1. Mayor Lasher read the resolution #2022-05 titled 2022 Millage Rates.  Discussion was held.  A  
motion was made by Mr. William, supported by Ms. Perrien to adopt resolution #2022-05 as read.  
Roll call was taken by the clerk.  YEAS:  Starn, Perrien, Brown, Williams, Hibbard, Ordiway and Lasher.  
NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  None. 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
Resolution will be published in its entirety in the Weekly. 
 

2. Mayor Lasher informed council that the Finance Committee met and recommend that we  
approve the budget amendments as presented.   
A motion was made by Mr. Starn, second by Ms. Perrien to accept the budget amendments as 
recommended. 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
Mrs. Medina explained that the reason for the budget amendments was to activate the expense line 
titled Storm Sewer and to include the cost of the repair project that MMPA and Mayor Lasher explained 
to the council that he agreed to assist MMPA on this repair located in front of the warehouse.  Part of 
the concrete that goes toward the storm sewer is caving.  The problem if MMPA processes this through 
Northville they fear it would take more than six months to do the work.  They asked us to help with this.  
The cost of the project which is $8,736.  I call it a cooperative manhole repair project.  Again, Mayor 
Lasher stated that we will charge MMPA then, when we get paid, we then will authorize MMPA to let 
Mr. Bossom do the job.   Ms. Medina asked if Mr. Lewis knew that?  Mr. Lasher replied that we will 
inform him of that.   
 



3. Mayor Lasher informed the Council of Chief Gwizdala’ s resignation he has agreed to assets if we  
need him.  He asked council if when we go to look for another applicant do we want the Chief position 
to be a full-time position or part time?  we already seen how it was with a part time Chief and of course 
with just a couple of officers to assist.  Do we still want to go with what we currently have?   
 
Mr. Williams commented that this is a sad situation that we are in.  Ron did an excellent job as our chief 
and there were a lot of circumstances on why he left the job. 
 
Mr. Starn stated that he feels that this is a procedural thing.  We discussed in our Finance Committee 
meeting is that we are at $30 an hour for part-time Chief.  The reason we went up to $30 was because 
we went to a part-time position.  I do think that the experiment going to a part-time Chief did not work 
as good as we thought it would due to other circumstances.   
 
Discussion was held at length on what type of position would be best for the community.  A motion was 
made by Mr. Starn, second by Mr. Williams to Post the ad for two weeks on Indeed & MCOLES for a 
part-time Chief at $30 per hour and a full-time Chief negotiable.     
    MOTION CARRIED 
 

4. Mayor Lasher presented to council the invoice from Peerless Midwest for the original invoice  
amount along with the other valve that they found that needs to be replaced.  The total amount will be 
$11,930.21.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Miss. Hibbard to 
accept the invoice from Peerless Midwest to do the repair in the amount of $11,930.21. 

MOITON CARRIED 
 

5. Mayor Lasher asked if anyone had questions on the grant/loan program for the DWFR (Drinking  
Water Revolving Fund) program.  This is what we are having a Public Hearing on June 22nd at 6 pm 
about.  This will come down to an intent to apply.  If we get approved then we can decide if we want to 
proceed or not.  To replace all the undersize water lines in the city and improvements to the mechanical 
stuff at the water plant.  it is in the amount of 9 million 818. Thousand dollars.  Depending on if this is a 
grant program and we will decide later.   
 
Mrs. Medina expressed her concerns with the plan the way it is printed currently due to she had found 
some errors & had some questions regarding it. 
 
Mr. Simpson also expressed his concerns on the information that was in the plan. 
 
Mayor Lasher stated that he will meet with the Clerk & Mr. Simpson to go over the questions they have 
and then address them with Mr. Bartow. 
 

6. Mayor Lasher informed Council that we need to appoint someone to our Election Commission.   
A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to appoint Patti Kieffer to the Election 
Commission. 

   MOTION CARRIED 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Update was given on the following:  The ATV for the DPW, the concrete on Front & 
West Streets and Resurfacing the DPW parking lot. 
 



FINANCE:  Mayor Lasher informed the council that the finance committee’s recommendation is to 
approve the proposed quote from ROWE Engineering to survey the lagoons.  Discussion was held.  A 
motion was made by Ms. Perrien, second by Mr. Williams to accept the quote from ROWE engineering 
in the amount of $38,800 and to authorize the mayor to sign agreement to do the work. 
    MOTION CARRIED  
PARK & REC:  Miss Hibbard reported that they are working on installing the swing & looking to put in the 
disc gulf. 
 
CARRIAGE DAYS:  Mr. Starn requested permission to have the Beer Garden.  Discussion was held.  A 
motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Miss Hibbard to authorize Mr. Starn to apply for the 
liquor license and to have the Mayor and Officer Watson to sign said application. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
CEMETERY:  Mr. Ordiway presented the bids for the roof repair on the mausoleum as followed: 
Bid #1:  Brand Builders at $35,000.  Bid #2:  Weathershield at $34,708.  Bid #3:  Elieff Brothers at 
35,287.87 and bid #3:  Roofing Innovations at $28,120.00.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by 
Miss Hibbard, second by Ms. Perrien to award the bid to Roofing Innovations at $28,120.00 and to 
authorize the mayor to sign. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
OMESA:  Mayor Lasher reported that they paid bills and they also, are going to do some repaving. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  Mr. Starn reported that they didn’t have a quorum for their June meeting.  
he did report that Patti found some chart that are in the CIP that need to have the dates changed on 
them.  so, he will get those done and bring it to council at our next meeting. 
 
Council reviewed some of the sample letterheads that Mrs. Kusnier presented.  The council expressed 
that they liked the one with the boarder under the logo going across the city’s information. 
 
LIBARARY:  Mr. Brown reported that they decided to install a new roof & gutters and to install a new 
security system.   
 
CAASA:  Mr. Brown reported no meeting this month and that their going to do some fundraising to put 
toward a new ambulance. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor lasher closed the meeting at 8:59 pm 
 
Josefina Medina, Clerk 
City of Ovid 


